25 years after the tragedy of Stava
Anniversary of the catastrophe of July 19th, 1985

Stava – On the 19th of July 1985 the tailings dams over the village of Stava in the Province of Trentino collapsed. In minutes the whole village was destroyed and 268 persons died. “What happened in Stava was one of the worst industrial catastrophes in Italy. It was caused by neglect”, says Graziano Lucchi, president of the Stava 1985 Foundation. “Today we know the causes and we know who was responsible for the tragedy.” 

Several mines used the tailings dams in Stava for deposal of waste. Over a period lasting more than 20 years, the tailings dams underwent no serious stability checks. In fact, the owners continued to build up the dams and so the basins were filled over their capacity. Public Officials did not check the deposals enough, even though there were warning signs. Finally, the dam broke. The upper basin fell into the underlying one and tore it down. Approximately 180,000 cubic metres of material burst out of the dams with avalanche force. A further 40,000 - 50,000 cubic metres came from erosion, buildings demolished by the flow and hundreds of uprooted trees. A thick layer of mud measuring between 20 and 40 centimetres in thickness covered an overall 435,000 square metres over 4.2 kilometres.

We have learnt to live with the sorrow”, says Lucchi. “We have even managed to gain something positive out of the tragedy.” In 2003 a book has been published which contains all the different scientific studies on Stava. A documentation center and a memorial statue make sure that the tragedy will not be forgotten. As Lucchi said: “Our message is: every man is responsible for what he does.” 

For the 25th anniversary of the disaster are planned several initiatives.
Other informations www.stava1985.it
